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Welcome! 
MBPS is a ‘hidden jewel’ of a school nestled behind the vibrant shopping precinct of 
Mordialloc and a short distance from the beautiful Mordialloc Beach.  We have 240 
students. This community views learning as an active partnership between school and 
home.  We provide a caring, safe, flexible, stimulating and challenging environment that 
supports the development of positive attitudes to learning.  We have high expectations of 
our students and strive for academic excellence. 
Mordialloc Beach PS gives students’ access to a high quality education, which will 
maximize their potential for their future lives.  This is achieved and maintained by 
comprehensively planned programs, committed staff and a supportive community. 
Our profession and the wider community are now very aware that the future we are 
preparing today’s students for is very different to that of our past.  Research tells us that: 
We are preparing our children for a future where they will have jobs that don’t exist using 
technologies that haven’t been invented to solve problems that we don’t even know are 
problems yet. Primary school students have access to technologies that did not exist even 
a few years ago. 
 
We now live in a very Globalised world and our curriculum needs to reflect and prepare 
our students for this world. The need to live with and support our environment. 
All these factors mean that we need to provide our students with so much more than 
factual based content as we may have in the past.  Student’s need knowledge, skills and 
understanding in order to participate actively in a local and global community.  
We take students into the digital age with the best technology, balanced with the best 
quality teaching.  Mathematics Specialist Teachers guide our outstanding math’s results. 
Our programs are innovative and unique. Student driven vegetable garden, senior student 
managed market, outstanding Art program, LOTE, FRENCH, Music, PE and we have a 
fantastic Library. We want every child to shine at Mordialloc Beach Primary School. 
Our teachers CARE about children! 
Our teachers are constantly doing professional learning to update their skills and 
knowledge.  This has allowed our staff to have access to the cutting edge of best 
academic practice with guaranteed improvement in student learning outcomes.  
I look forward to meeting you personally soon and having your child enrol in this fantastic 
school! 
Sue Leighton-Janse 
Principal 
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Programs 
 
Information, Communication and Technology 
 
Mordialloc Beach Primary School  has undertaken the BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) 
program with years 3-6 students. The program allows students one to one time on their 
device with exclusive use of our secure school network and internet. The most common 
devices are iPads followed by tablets and laptops. Students in grades P-6 participate in 
activities such as word processing, graphics, databases, coding, spreadsheets and 
research as well as controlled access to the internet. The classroom teachers conduct 
these lessons. Junior classes use a variety of programs to enhance language activities 
and participate in a range of computer activities. Each class has a bank of computers and 
access to Lenovo Netbooks for use within the classroom.  
 
The Arts 
 
Weekly specialist class activities promote a basic understanding, appreciation and 
enjoyment of visual art, music, drama and dance. Some children may elect to pursue more 
formal instrumental instruction. Tuition is available to the children who are taught an 
instrument of their choice at a cost to their parents. Lessons are conducted at school 
during normal class times.  
 
LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) FRENCH 
 
Language studies provide opportunities for students to develop positive attitudes towards 
the learning of another language as well as increasing the students' knowledge and 
appreciation of their own language. As it is highly desirable to start language learning 
early, French is offered to students at Mordialloc Beach Primary School from Prep through 
to Year 6. The main objective of the course is to give the students some basic knowledge 
of the French Language and an insight into French culture. Where possible, topics and 
themes that are being investigated in the students' classrooms are integrated into the 
LOTE program and incorporate a range of learning styles. French is offered in conjunction 
with Art currently.  Students participate in a 90-minute French/Art program. A French 
Cultural Day is celebrated annually. 
 
Gifted and Talented Children 
 
By recognising that children learn in different ways and at different rates, the teachers at 
Mordialloc Beach Primary School ensure that the programs they offer will stimulate and 
extend all children using the 'thinking curriculum'. Each classroom uses a variety of 
approaches and teaching strategies aimed at allowing children to reach their potential 
(DeBono, Multiple Intelligences etc.) Attitude and achievement are regularly recognised at 
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class level through Dream Big Student of the Week presentations on Friday afternoon 
assemblies. Every endeavour is made to identify individual needs and strengths in all 
aspects of school life; in the classroom, socially and on the sports field. Sporting 
achievement can lead to competition at regional and state level. All children at Mordialloc 
Beach Primary School benefit from being part of this celebration of individuality and 
excellence.   
 
 
Physical Development 
Sport plays a vital part in your child's development. At Mordialloc Beach, we pride 
ourselves on the quality of physical activities on offer. Our students enjoy a range 
of programs including inter school sport, house and tabloid sport, netball, rounders 
basketball, cricket, tennis, AFL football, soccer, beach days, hockey, swimming, athletics 
and Physical Education. 
 
Transition from Kindergarten 
Teachers at Mordialloc Beach Primary School are particularly aware of the huge 
adjustments children have to make when they begin school. The school has introduced a 
Preparatory Transition Program to develop school readiness and assist both parents and 
children in taking this step. It begins with visits by prep teachers to the kindergartens to 
meet the children and is followed up by a series of sessions at Mordialloc Beach Primary 
School during term four. Children become familiar with the school and its routines and get 
to know the teachers.  
 
Parents are encouraged to stay at school to attend information and discussion sessions on 
various aspects of primary education including meeting other parents, helping your child at 
school, reading and the child, school uniform, meet the principal, children's writing, 
computer aided learning, school medical service and student health, as well as other 
relevant issues. 
 
The school arranges for child minding of younger children during the transition program to 
enable parents to participate.  
 
Buddy system 
 
A buddy program operates at the school whereby teachers pair senior students with prep 
students for occasional programmed activities. This is seen as a way of easing young 
students into the school and promoting responsibility among the older students. Buddies 
provide a "big friend" who can look out for them and help with problems throughout the 
year. 
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Preparing your child for school 
Preparing your child for the start of primary school will help them feel more confident about 
the big changes that are about to happen and what to expect at their new school.  

In preparation for this important chapter, you can help your child to develop a love for 
learning so the move is a happy and positive one. 

From the year before until the day they start school, there are a range of ways you can 
prepare your child for their new environment. 

The year before school 

In the year before your child starts primary school, you can begin to focus on different 
aspects of school life. Discussing school and encouraging your child to become more 
independent can help them better adjust to the new learning environment. 

Things that you can do to help your child prepare include: 

 asking your child what they think about school 

 encouraging your child to ask questions about going to school 

 encouraging your child to do things on their own, such as dressing, washing their   
hands, going to the toilet, unwrapping their food, and opening their drink bottle 

 talking to friends and other families about what school is like 

 attending transition-to-school programs at your child’s new school 

 talking to the school about how you can be involved in your child’s life at school 

 talking to your child’s early childhood professional about other things you can do at 
home to help your child’s learning and development.  

 

Over the summer holidays 
 

With school just around the corner, the summer holidays are a good time to reinforce what 
your child should expect on their first day at school. 

Some things you can do for your child to help them prepare include: 

 showing your child where the school is and talking about how they will get there 
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 arranging playtimes with other families whose children will be going to the same 
school as your child – it helps if your child knows another child at their school before 
they start 

 practising the things your child will need to do to get ready for school (such as 
putting things in their bag and remembering to take a hat) 

 confirming your before and/or after-school care arrangements, showing your child 
where the Outside School Hours Care facilities are and talking about how they will 
get there 

 being positive about starting school and enjoying your child’s excitement 

 Asking the school what time school starts on the first day and where to take your 
child. 

The first day of school 

 
 There are a range of things you can do to help your child have a successful and 

stress free first day at school including: 

 helping your child to pack their school bag with a snack, drink, lunch and a hat. 
Include a change of clothes and a spare pair of underpants in a plastic bag and let 
your child know these clothes are there in case of any accidents 

 when dressing for school look for easy fasteners and encourage your child to dress 
themselves, so they can manage things like taking jumpers on and off. Label all 
belongings and find out where lost property is held at school 

 put sunscreen on your child in the morning if it is needed 

 leave home on time allowing time to say goodbye. At first, you may stay a while to 
ensure your child feels secure, but once they have settled in, a short and reassuring 
goodbye encourages independence 

 show your child where you will meet them at the end of the school day 

 check what time school finishes and arrive in plenty of time to collect your child 

 at the end of the day talk to your child about what happened at school. 
 
 
For further tips for parents, please use this website: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/primary/Pages/p4p.aspx 
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Starting School 
 

School Uniform and Shop 
Mordialloc Beach Primary School has a compulsory Uniform Policy. The uniform can be 
purchased from Primary School Wear 15 Mills St. Cheltenham.  
We also have a Sports Top.  These will be worn on days that the students have Physical 
Education and Sport's Days such as Interschool Sport. These tops are included in your 
school fees. 
 
 
 
School Banking  
A school-banking scheme operates with the Commonwealth Bank. If you would like your 
child to have an account, please pick up the forms for this from the Office. The bank will 
supply a plastic envelope, which contains pay-in slips and a plastic pocket to deposit the 
money in. The banking service is available on Thursdays only.  
The bankbooks are delivered back to the Office each week. 
 
Yard Duty  
In accordance with the Department of Education, Employment and Training regulations, 
there is a teacher on yard duty patrolling the school grounds from 8.45am until the bell 
rings at 9.00am. During recess, lunchtimes and after school teachers are also on yard 
duty. At Mordialloc Beach PS, we have 1 teacher and 1 other staff member on duty for 
each recess and lunchtime, to ensure all students can locate a teacher at any time. Out of 
School hour’s childcare is available for Mordialloc Beach students from 7am until 6.15pm. 
The Out of School Hours Childcare is run by Camp Australia. 
 

School Council 

The School Council, in consultation with the Principal and staff, has the responsibility for 
making decisions that affect the direction of Mordialloc Beach Primary School. Meetings 
are usually held on a Tuesday twice a term.  
  
School councils play a key role in Victorian government schools. Participating as a school 
council member is a rewarding and challenging experience. The school council supports 
the principal to provide the best possible educational outcomes for students. 
 
The School Council is the official body charged, along with the Principal and Staff, with the 
successful running of our school. The role of the School Councillor is to ensure that the 
interests of students are met through the development of appropriate policy, future 
directions and growth of our school.  
 
The School Council represents and is responsible to the community as a whole. As such, it 
decides the major directions of the school program through its involvement  
in the determination of curriculum objectives, the use of resources and in broad 
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organisational policies. That is, we, the school community, have a real input in the 
education of our children.  
 
Vital to the efficient running of any school is the work done by and input from many  
Parents and teachers on the School Council Subcommittees. No special expertise is 
required, just an enthusiasm to continually improve Mordialloc Beach Primary  
School for your children. Meeting times are flexible to fit in with the majority of members. 
  
Council subcommittees meet to develop relevant policies for approval by Council  
 
 
These include:  

- Education/Policy   -   Fundraising -   Finance   -   Marketing 
 
EDUCATION and POLICY SUBCOMMTTTEE  

 Determines the general education policy of the school within the guidelines issued 
by the Department of Education.  

 Oversees the development, implementation and evaluation of policies in the Line 
with the Victorian Curriculum and support programs and related policies (e.g. 
welfare etc.).  

 To get input from the school community and support the goals and priorities of the 
School Strategic Plan.  

FUNDRAISING SUBCOMMTTTEE  

 Works with the whole school community to raise funds to support school programs. 

 Organises a timetable of events and activities throughout the year.  

 Provides opportunities for social gatherings for the school community.  

Class Parent Representatives 

The Class Parent Representative provides a very important function in our School 
Community. The role is one of liaison between the teacher and other parents in the class.  
They rely on the support of the teacher. The key aspect is the ability to delegate with 
warmth, humour and tolerance.  
Parent members volunteer to be Class Representatives, keeping in mind the following 
commitments and considerations:  

 There should be good rapport with the teacher and other parents in the class;  

 Class Parent Representatives need to be regularity at the school as availability to 
the teacher and to other parents is important;  

 Class Parent Representatives are expected to attend Class Parent Meetings as 
required;  

 The Parent Class Representatives should be able to delegate, so the whole school 
community can contribute to activities.  

 The teacher of the class oversees this program and directs its purpose and 
implementation.  

Class Parent Reps (either individually or in pairs) could assist/ organise the following:  
Welcoming new families to the class and the school  
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Activities as delegated by the Class Teacher such as:  
 Organise rosters for parents to help with:  
 classroom program  
 Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)  
 Fundraising 
 Grade Social Activities eg. Coffee Mornings. 

 
 Help for gathering/locating resources for activities.  
 Shopping for classroom activities.  
 Communication with other grade parents through verbal/written with the prior 

approval of the class teacher.  
 Lost Property - rotating on grade level turn  
 Liaison with the Fundraising Subcommittee 

School Newsletters/Notices/Website/Facebook Page/CareMonkey App 

 
A fortnightly newsletter is transmitted electronically to a designated email address. It 
contains information about coming events, news from the Principal, photos the children, 
reports from school committees and other items of interest. It is important to read this each 
week as it provides an important communication link between school and home.  
All notices regarding excursions and upcoming events are issued in plenty of time to 
enable consent forms etc. to be returned on or before the due date.  
Mordialloc Beach also utilises the CareMonkey app to support parents and teachers in 
regards to excursions. Parents can use this app to notify the school of their child’s 
attendance on excursion. Please download the app from the app store to utilise this 
service. 
The school also utilises a school website to provide the public with information in regards 
to the school. The Mordialloc Beach Primary School Facebook Page also exists for the 
school community to share photos and event information. Please google or look up our 
Facebook Page.  Class teachers now communicate with you via See Saw app too. 
 
 
Our teachers are outstanding practitioners and really care about children.  They will do 
their utmost to make sure your child is happy at school and learning to the best of their 
ability. Our mantra is aiming towards ‘one year’s growth or more for every student.’  We do 
not tolerate bully’s and we are proactive in sorting out disputes, restoring friendships and 
ringing parents to let them know what is going on when it is important.   
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